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Do I Need to Have a Will?

November 12, 2024

When it comes to planning for the future, one of the most important decisions you can make is
whether to create a Last Will & Testament. While it can be uncomfortable to think about, having
a clear plan for your assets and loved ones in the event of your passing is essential. But is a will
really necessary for everyone? The short answer is yes—whether you have a large estate or
modest assets, a Will provides critical benefits that ensure your wishes are honored.

What Are the Benefits of Having a Last Will & Testament?
Control Over Asset Distribution1.
A Will allows you to specify exactly how your assets should be distributed after your
death. Without a Will, Massachusetts law determines who inherits your estate, which may
not align with your wishes. Creating a will ensures that your beneficiaries receive what
you want them to, whether that includes family members, friends, or charitable
organizations.

Appointing a Guardian for Minor Children2.
If you have minor children, a will allows you to appoint a guardian to care for them in the
event of your death. Without this legal document, the court will choose a guardian based
on state law, which might not align with your preferences. A will gives you the peace of
mind that your children will be cared for by someone you trust.

Avoiding Family Disputes3.
Family conflicts can often arise when there is no clear plan for dividing assets. By clearly
outlining your wishes in a Will, you reduce the likelihood of disputes or confusion among
your loved ones. A well-drafted Will minimizes the chances of misunderstandings or
costly legal battles over your estate.

Nominating a Personal Representative4.
A will allows you to name a Personal Representative who will manage your estate and
ensure that your final wishes are carried out. This person will be responsible for tasks
such as paying off debts, managing property, and distributing assets. Without a Will, the
court will appoint someone to manage your estate, which may not align with your
preferences.

The Benefits of a Customized Estate Plan
While a Last Will & Testament is essential, it is often just one part of a comprehensive estate
plan. Estate planning isn’t a one-size-fits-all solution. A customized estate plan allows you to
address your unique needs and goals while staying within your budget.

At Cohen Cleary, P.C., we understand that every client’s needs and budget are unique. We can

Services
Estate Planning

https://cohencleary.com/service/estate-planning-and-elder-law/
https://cohencleary.com
https://cohencleary.com


cohencleary.com

©2026 Cohen Cleary. All Rights Reserved   |   Taunton   |   Plymouth Page 2

help you create an estate plan that not only includes a Will but also additional documents that
protect your health and financial decisions.

Additional Estate Planning Documents to Consider
Health Care Proxy1.
A Health Care Proxy allows you to appoint someone you trust to make medical decisions
on your behalf if you become incapacitated. This ensures that your healthcare wishes are
honored when you are unable to express them yourself.

Durable Power of Attorney2.
A Durable Power of Attorney gives a trusted individual the authority to manage your
finances and legal matters if you become incapacitated. This document is crucial for
ensuring that your bills are paid, assets are managed, and legal affairs are handled
smoothly during periods of incapacity.

Trusts3.
In addition to a Will, some individuals benefit from establishing a trust. Trusts can help
avoid probate, protect assets, and provide for loved ones in a structured way. A trust can
be particularly useful for those with minor children, beneficiaries with special needs, or
for tax planning purposes.

Contact Us for a Free Consultation
Whether you need a Last Will & Testament or a comprehensive estate plan, our experienced
attorneys at Cohen Cleary, P.C. are here to guide you through the process. We can help you
protect your assets, make informed decisions, and ensure that your estate plan is tailored to
meet your specific needs and budget.

Contact us at 508-880-6677 to schedule a free consultation and start planning for your future
today.
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