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Navigating the Legal Landscape: A Guide for Landlords
in Massachusetts

October 18, 2023

A Guide for Landlords
Owning and managing rental properties can be a lucrative investment, but it also comes with its
fair share of challenges and risks. Landlords in Massachusetts must navigate a complex web of
laws and regulations to ensure their rights and financial interests are protected.  Seeking legal
assistance from professionals like Cohen Cleary, P.C. can make a significant difference in
managing your property effectively.  In this blog, we’ll explore the benefits of having
experienced legal counsel by your side when drafting lease agreements, addressing violations,
handling tenant evictions, and defending against tenant discrimination complaints in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1. Drafting Lease Agreements:
A well-drafted lease agreement is the foundation of a landlord-tenant relationship.  It sets the
terms and conditions that govern the rental arrangement, covering everything from rent
payments to maintenance responsibilities. Here’s why legal assistance is crucial during this
process:

Legal Expertise: Attorneys at Cohen Cleary, P.C. are well-versed in Massachusetts landlord-•
tenant laws and can ensure your lease agreement complies with all relevant laws and
regulations.

Customization: Each property and landlord’s needs are unique. Legal experts can tailor lease•
agreements to your specific situation, addressing potential issues and protecting your
interests.

Clarity: A clear and comprehensive lease agreement reduces the likelihood of disputes and•
misunderstandings between you and your tenants.

2. Dealing with Lease Violations:
Unfortunately, lease violations can and do occur. Whether it’s unpaid rent, unauthorized pets, or
property damage, landlords need to respond promptly and legally. Legal assistance offers
several advantages:

Timely Resolution: Attorneys can help you take swift and appropriate action, preventing•
minor violations from escalating into major problems.

Compliance: Legal counsel ensures that your responses to lease violations comply with•
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Massachusetts law, protecting you from potential legal pitfalls.

Documentation: Lawyers can assist in proper record-keeping, which can be crucial if legal•
action becomes necessary.

3. Evicting Non-Paying Tenants:
Evictions are one of the most challenging aspects of property management. Massachusetts has
specific procedures that must be followed to legally evict a tenant. Here’s an overview:

Notice to Quit: Before filing for eviction, landlords must provide tenants with a Notice to Quit,•
specifying the reason for eviction and a specific timeline to rectify the issue or vacate the
property.

Court Proceedings: If the tenant does not comply, landlords must file a Summons and•
Complaint with the court to initiate the eviction process.

Execution for Possession: If successful in court, a landlord will obtain an Execution for•
Possession, allowing them to regain control of the property.

Law Enforcement: Finally, law enforcement may need to enforce the eviction if the tenant•
refuses to leave voluntarily.

Why Choose Cohen Cleary, P.C.?
Landlords who partner with Cohen Cleary, P.C. gain access to a team of experienced attorneys
with a deep understanding of Massachusetts landlord-tenant laws. Here are some of the
benefits:

Legal Expertise: Our attorneys can guide you through every aspect of property management,•
ensuring that you remain in compliance with state laws and regulations.

Customized Solutions: We tailor our services to meet your unique needs, from lease•
agreements to eviction proceedings.

Time and Money Savings: By preventing disputes and resolving issues efficiently, we help you•
save both time and money.

Being a landlord in Massachusetts can be a rewarding endeavor, but it’s not without its
challenges. To protect your financial interests, property, and rights, seeking legal assistance
from Cohen Cleary, P.C. is a wise choice. Whether you need help drafting lease agreements,
addressing violations, or navigating the eviction process, our experienced attorneys are here to
support you. Contact us today at 508-880-6677 to speak with one of our dedicated legal
professionals and safeguard your investment and income.
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