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Navigating Medicaid Long-Term Care Benefits in Rhode
Island: What You Need to Know

January 16, 2025

Securing Medicaid benefits to pay for long-term care in a nursing home is a vital concern for
many families in Rhode Island. However, the application process is complex, document-
intensive, and subject to strict eligibility requirements. Mistakes or incomplete documentation
can result in denied benefits, leaving families to shoulder the high cost of care.

Eligibility Requirements for Medicaid Long-Term Care in
Rhode Island
To qualify for Medicaid long-term care benefits, applicants must meet specific financial and
medical eligibility requirements:

Medical Eligibility. Applicants must demonstrate that they require a nursing home level1.
of care. This determination is made based on clinical assessments of the individual’s
medical and functional needs.

Financial Eligibility. Medicaid imposes strict limits on both income and assets:2.

Income Limits: The applicant’s monthly income must fall below the established3.
threshold. In some cases, excess income may be redirected into a Medicaid-qualified
trust to establish eligibility.

Asset Limits: An individual may retain no more than $4,000 in countable assets.4.

Certain assets, such as a primary residence (up to an equity limit), one vehicle, and5.
personal belongings, may be excluded.

Five-Year Look-Back Period. Medicaid reviews financial transactions from the five6.
years preceding the application to identify any transfers of assets for less than fair
market value. Such transfers may result in penalties that delay eligibility for benefits.

The Medicaid Application Process is Complex
Applying for Medicaid in Rhode Island involves compiling and submitting extensive
documentation, including:

Financial records for the past five years.•

Proof of income, such as Social Security or pension statements.•

Documentation of assets, including property deeds, bank statements, and investment•
accounts.

Medical records to support the need for long-term care.•
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Errors, missing information, or incomplete applications can lead to delays or outright denials of
benefits. Families often underestimate the complexity of the process and the time required to
gather the necessary materials.

Implications of a Denied Medicaid Application
A denial of Medicaid benefits can have serious consequences for families, including:

Out-of-Pocket Costs: Nursing home care in Rhode Island can cost upwards of $12,000 per•
month, quickly depleting savings.

Delayed Care: Without Medicaid coverage, families may struggle to provide the care their•
loved one needs.

Increased Stress: The financial and emotional burden of a denial can take a significant toll•
on families.

Appealing a Medicaid Denial If your Medicaid application is denied, you have the right to
appeal the decision. However, appeals must be filed within the required timeframe, typically 30
days from the date of the denial notice.

Steps in the Appeals Process:
Filing the Appeal: Submit a written request for a hearing, outlining why you believe the1.
denial was incorrect.

Preparing Your Case: Gather additional documentation and evidence to address the2.
reasons for denial.

Attending the Hearing: Present your case before an administrative law judge, who will3.
review the evidence and issue a decision.

The appeals process is highly procedural and requires careful attention to detail. Legal
representation can greatly increase the likelihood of a favorable outcome.

Benefits of Securing Legal Representation
The Medicaid application and appeals processes are complex, and mistakes can result in costly
delays or denials. Experienced legal representation ensures your application is complete,
accurate, and compliant with all requirements.

How Cohen Cleary, P.C. Can Help:
Pre-Application Planning: We can assist with Medicaid planning strategies, such as•
protecting assets through trusts or allowable transfers.

Application Preparation and Filing: Our attorneys ensure all necessary documentation is•
provided and all forms are accurately completed.

Addressing and Appealing Denials: If your application is denied, we can file an appeal,•
represent you at hearings, and advocate for your rights.

Minimizing Penalties: We can help address issues related to the five-year look-back period•
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to minimize penalties and expedite eligibility.

With our expertise, you can avoid common pitfalls and focus on securing the care your loved
one needs.

Contact Cohen Cleary, P.C. for a Complimentary Case
Consultation
If you need assistance with Medicaid long-term care benefits in Rhode Island, Cohen Cleary,
P.C. is here to help. Our experienced attorneys provide personalized guidance and skilled
representation to ensure your application is handled properly and your rights are protected.

Call us today at 508-880-6677 to schedule a complimentary case consultation. Let us help you
navigate these critical matters with confidence and care.
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