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So, You Have Been Charged with a Crime: Important
Issues, Considerations, and the Benefits of Quickly Hiring
a Criminal Defense Attorney

January 13, 2026

Being charged with a crime can be one of the most stressful and overwhelming
experiences of your life. You may feel confused, anxious, and unsure of your
next steps. While this is undoubtedly a difficult situation, it is important to
remember that you do not have to face it alone. Hiring an experienced criminal
defense attorney as soon as possible is one of the most critical decisions you
can make to protect your rights and secure the best possible outcome.

Important Issues to Consider After Being Charged with a
Crime
When facing criminal charges, every decision you make can have significant consequences.
Here are some crucial considerations to keep in mind:

1. Preserving Your Rights
From the moment you are arrested or charged, law enforcement and prosecutors are working to
build a case against you. Anything you say or do can and will be used against you in court.
Understanding and asserting your rights—such as your right to remain silent and your right to
an attorney—is critical to protecting yourself.

2. Understanding the Charges and Potential Penalties
Criminal charges can range from misdemeanors to serious felonies, each carrying its own set of
potential penalties, including fines, probation, or incarceration. Understanding the nature of the
charges and the potential consequences is essential to preparing your defense.

3. The Importance of Timeliness
Criminal cases involve strict deadlines for filing motions, responding to charges, and preparing
for trial. Missing these deadlines or failing to act promptly can result in lost opportunities to
challenge evidence or negotiate a favorable outcome.

Common Pitfalls of Giving Statements Without an
Attorney
One of the biggest mistakes individuals make after being charged with a crime is speaking to
law enforcement or investigators without first consulting an attorney. While you may believe
that cooperating or explaining your side of the story will clear your name, this can often
backfire. 
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Here’s why:

1. Unintentional Self-Incrimination
Even seemingly harmless statements can be misinterpreted or used to support the prosecution’s
case against you. Law enforcement officers are trained to ask questions designed to elicit
incriminating responses.

2. Misunderstanding Legal Terminology
Without legal expertise, you may not fully understand the implications of what you are saying or
how your words might be twisted to fit the prosecution’s narrative.

3. Loss of Key Defense Opportunities
Statements made without legal guidance may inadvertently undermine your defense strategy or
close off potential avenues for negotiating a plea deal or reducing charges.

Simply put, exercising your right to remain silent and consulting with an attorney before
speaking to law enforcement is one of the best ways to protect yourself.

The Benefits of Quickly Hiring a Criminal Defense
Attorney
When you hire a criminal defense attorney early in your case, you gain a knowledgeable
advocate who can guide you through the complexities of the legal system. Here are just a few of
the ways an attorney can help:

Protecting Your Rights
A skilled attorney will ensure that your constitutional rights are upheld at every stage of the
process. They can intervene if law enforcement engages in illegal searches, coercive
interrogations, or other misconduct.

Building a Strong Defense
Your attorney will thoroughly investigate the facts of your case, identify weaknesses in the
prosecution’s evidence, and develop a strategy tailored to your specific circumstances.

Negotiating with Prosecutors
In many cases, a knowledgeable attorney can negotiate with prosecutors to reduce charges,
secure alternative sentencing options, or even have the case dismissed altogether.

Providing Peace of Mind
Having an experienced advocate on your side allows you to focus on your well-being and future
while your attorney handles the legal complexities.

Contact Cohen Cleary, P.C., for a Complimentary Case
Consultation
If you or a loved one has been charged with a crime, don’t wait to seek legal representation. At
Cohen Cleary, P.C., our experienced criminal defense attorneys are dedicated to protecting your
rights and helping you navigate this challenging time. 
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Contact us today at 508-880-6677 to schedule a complimentary case consultation and take the
first step toward securing the strong defense you deserve.

https://cohencleary.com
https://cohencleary.com

