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Restraining Orders  (Harassment Prevention)

Overview
Skilled counsel. Swift action. Protection when you need it.

Massachusetts Chapter 258E provides a direct legal mechanism to seek court-ordered
protection against harassment, stalking, and criminal threats from any person, regardless of
relationship. This is a different statute from the Chapter 209A abuse prevention orders used in
domestic violence cases between family or household members. Chapter 258E covers situations
where no such relationship exists: a neighbor harassment dispute that has escalated to threats,
workplace harassment that has crossed into criminal conduct, or stalking by a stranger.

Cohen Cleary represents both individuals seeking harassment prevention orders and those
defending against them. Courts in Massachusetts routinely issue emergency ex parte orders on
the same day a petition is filed, which means the respondent may learn of the order only after it
has been entered. Whether you need protection or are facing an order that threatens your
reputation and freedom, the speed and quality of your legal response will shape the outcome.

Defending and Seeking Restraining Orders Under
Chapter 258E
We tell our clients that the hearing on a harassment prevention order is one of the most
consequential proceedings they may face in civil court. Our attorneys handle every phase of
258E matters:

For individuals seeking protection:

Preparing and filing 258E petitions with the level of factual specificity that District and•
Boston Municipal Court judges expect before issuing emergency orders

Presenting evidence at the ten-day hearing to establish that the respondent’s conduct meets•
the statutory definition of harassment, stalking, or criminal threat

Seeking extensions and modifications when circumstances change or the initial order proves•
insufficient

For individuals defending against a harassment prevention order:

Challenging the factual and legal basis of the petition at the initial hearing•

Presenting evidence that the alleged conduct does not meet the Chapter 258E threshold•

Pursuing termination or modification of existing orders when circumstances warrant•

Advising on collateral consequences of an active order, including firearm license implications•
and background check visibility

Violations of a 258E order carry criminal penalties, including arrest and incarceration. We ensure
every client understands exactly what the order requires and what the consequences of
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noncompliance look like in practice.

Why Choose Cohen Cleary’s Harassment Prevention
Order Attorneys
At Cohen Cleary, our practice teams combine deep subject-matter experience with disciplined
execution and responsive client service. We do not take a one-size-fits-all approach. Every
matter is handled with careful preparation, clear communication, and a strategy tailored to the
client’s goals and the realities of the forum.

Clients choose Cohen Cleary because we deliver:

Practice-Focused Legal Experience
Our attorneys work in defined practice areas, allowing us to develop practical insight into the
legal, procedural, and regulatory nuances that matter most in each case. This focus allows us to
anticipate issues, avoid unnecessary delays, and position matters for efficient resolution.

Clear Guidance and Proactive Communication
We prioritize clarity at every stage. Clients receive straightforward explanations of their options,
timely updates on developments, and practical advice grounded in real-world outcomes.

Strategic Advocacy with Trial Readiness
Whether a matter calls for negotiation, mediation, or litigation, our attorneys prepare every
case with discipline and foresight. We pursue efficient resolution when possible and are fully
prepared to advocate aggressively when necessary to protect our clients’ interests.

Regional Knowledge and Local Presence
With offices throughout Massachusetts and experience across New England courts and
agencies, we bring local insight and regional reach to every matter.

Client-Centered Service
We treat every matter with urgency and respect. Our clients rely on us for responsive service,
sound judgment, and steady counsel through complex legal challenges.

In our harassment prevention order practice, this approach helps clients navigate time-sensitive
protective proceedings with clarity, efficiency, and confidence.

Our Approach to 258E Proceedings
A restraining order is a legal tool, not a physical barrier. It creates enforceable consequences for
contact, but it does not guarantee safety on its own. Clients who rely solely on the paper order
are often less protected than they believe. We counsel every petitioner on building a practical
safety plan that operates alongside the court order. For respondents, we emphasize that even
incidental contact, such as liking a social media post or appearing at a location where the
petitioner happens to be, can trigger a criminal contempt charge. Precision in understanding the
order’s scope is not optional.
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Serving Massachusetts and Rhode Island Courts
Harassment prevention orders in Massachusetts are filed in District Court, Boston Municipal
Court, or the Superior Court, depending on the circumstances. Each court has its own scheduling
patterns for the initial ex parte review and the subsequent ten-day hearing. With offices in
Taunton and Plymouth, Cohen Cleary maintains an active litigation presence across Bristol
County, Plymouth County, and Norfolk County courts. We also represent clients in Rhode Island
proceedings. Our familiarity with southeastern Massachusetts courts means we can often advise
clients on the procedural timeline they should expect before a petition is even filed.

Speak with a Massachusetts Harassment Prevention
Attorney
If you need a harassment prevention order or are defending against one, contact Cohen Cleary
for a consultation. Our attorneys in Taunton and Plymouth handle 258E proceedings across
Massachusetts and Rhode Island and can advise you on the procedural timeline and your legal
options. Time-sensitive matters receive priority scheduling.

Frequently Asked Questions About Harassment
Prevention Orders
What is the difference between a 258E harassment prevention order and a
209A abuse prevention order?
Chapter 258E applies to harassment, stalking, or criminal threats by any person, regardless of
relationship. Chapter 209A applies to abuse between family members, household members, or
people in a substantive dating relationship. The protections are similar, but eligibility
requirements and filing courts differ. Choosing the wrong statute can result in a denied petition.

How quickly can I get a harassment prevention order?
Massachusetts courts can issue an emergency ex parte order on the same day a petition is filed
if the court finds an immediate threat of harm. The respondent is then served, and a full hearing
is scheduled within ten days. At that hearing, the petitioner must present supporting evidence,
and the respondent has the opportunity to contest it.

What happens if someone violates a harassment prevention order?
Violation of a 258E order is a criminal offense. Law enforcement can arrest the respondent
without a warrant. Penalties may include incarceration and fines. Even unintentional contact can
be treated as a violation if the court determines the respondent did not take adequate steps to
avoid it. Understanding the precise terms of the order is critical for anyone subject to one.

Can I fight a harassment prevention order that was filed against me?
Yes. Respondents have the right to contest the order at the ten-day hearing. This includes
presenting evidence, cross-examining the petitioner, and arguing that the alleged conduct does
not meet the statutory definition of harassment under Chapter 258E. An experienced
harassment order lawyer can assess the petition’s factual basis and develop a defense strategy
before the hearing.
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